This is 2 ropiica of the bathing machine used by King George
1 who was a frequent visi
The King spent 14 summers he

Bay for the first tme, His Majesty exclaimed

Fanny Bumey accompanied the royal party on their first visit to Weymouth
in 1789 in her capacity as ‘Keeper of the Queen's Robes". She recorded
the King's first dip in Weymouth Bay as follows,

His majesty is in delightful health, and much improved spirits. All agree

e never looked better. The loyalty of this place is excessive; they have
dressed out every street with labels of ‘God save the King'...[The sailors]

never approach the house, nor see the King, or his shadow, without
beginning to huzza , and going on to three cheers...Nor is this all. Think
but of the surprise of His Majesty when, the first time of his bathing, he

had no sooner popped his royal head under water than a band of music,
concealed in a neighbouring machine, struck up ‘God save great George

ourKing'.

-
"y

10 commemorate the royal patronage.

g - A Serious Medical Occasion
The King sufered from a then unknown iiness catled Georgians 6 not smply leap o the sea and ok (ahough
“porphyria, a chemical imbalance i the body that damages.
the nervous system. At the time the King's condiion was.
ot understood, and rumours abounded abou the King's
“madness”. To aid his recovery, the King was advised to Pushed, the bather into the water for a speciied period of
holiday in Weymouth and encouraged o bathe regularty immersion. Women bathers wore special bating cloting,
in seawater, an activity thought to have health giving men wore rather less. Some bathing machines had ahood,
properties. Which could be pulled down for prvacy.

Further Information

‘Whats believed o be the actual bathing machine used by Ihe King in 1783 continued 1o be used by he pubic uni 1816,
‘When it was 50ld and converted into a sumimer Nouse. It was presented 1o Weymouth Local History Museur in 1971

The original chassis is now extibited at the Timewalk, Brewers Quay.

‘Weymouth Museum and the Timewalk are situated at Brewers Quay, Hope Sauare, on the oiher e of the Town Bridge.
Telephone 01305 T77622 or Vst www brewers-quay.co.uk

Visit www.weymouth.gov.uk for more information on local history.

Grateful thanks to:
Anvil Housing and the y work with for and materials e g
and for agreeing to oversee repair and maintenance. Anvil Housing works with vulnerable young people from the We
WENMOUTH & YO
Borough Cour

area to help them develop skills for independent living.

Weymouth Museum and Maureen Attwooll for their advice and assistance.




